Characterization of some parameters of non-specific immunity in dairy cattle (I).
The concentrations of serum protein and immunoglobulin, complement, lysozyme, serum bactericidal activity and blast transformation of peripheral blood lymphocytes were assessed in dairy cattle in different herds and age groups. The study aimed at defining fundamental aspects of non-specific defence under the field conditions, related to age/season/management influences. The observed differences in the expression of these parameters are discussed, with regard to their role in the immune defence of calves and their relation to colostrum uptake. The possible use of these parameters in the control of animal welfare is stressed and the possibility is put forward of predicting possible unfavourable interactions with environmental pathogens.